ROBERT DODSLEY
Robert Dodsley was one of a large family, the children of
a schoolmaster in Mansfield, Nottinghamshire. He was born
in 1703; and legend has it that after nearly starving as
apprentice to a stocking weaver, he ran away, and obtained
a place as footman to a lady. She apparently encouraged
his studious habits, which bore fruit in the shape of a
dramatic performance at which Pope is said to have been
present. Later on he became footman to Charles Dartique-
nave, or Dartineuf, of ham-pie fame, and to the Hon. Mrs.
Lowther, in whose house he composed several of the pieces
that appeared in The Muse in Livery > or The Footman*s Mis-
cellany (published 1732). This volume included The Footman
and an encomiastic Epistle to Stephen Duck. His ingenious
didactic comedy, The Toyshop, was at this time (1732) sub-
mitted to Pope. Pope was pleased, and recommended it to
Rich, who produced it successfully at Covent Garden in
1735. Dodsley had now made sufficient money to establish
a bookshop in Pall Mall (1735), which became a rendezvous
of cultured persons. The next two years saw the production
of his play, The King and the Miller of Mansfield, and its sequel
Sir John Cockle at Court. The Blind Beggar of Bethnal Green
(1741) was the least successful of the three. Meanwhile, the
publishing side of his business prospered; and between 1737
and 1738 he included in his lists5 work by Pope, Johnson
(who was just beginning), Young, Akenside, and Paul
Whitehead, whose Manners got him into trouble.* Another
venture of his in 1741 was The Public Register or Weekly
* Johnson (Life of Pope] says that Whitehead 'skulked and
escaped, but Dodsley's shop and family made his appear-
ance' (before the Lords) 'necessary',
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